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WRICRANDUM FOR:s  Deputy Chief, WH Division

SUBJECT: Congrassman Kersten and the Committee on
Coamrnist Aggression.

1. At a meeting in the Director's office yesterday, Congressman
Kersten, after expressing appreciation for the sssistence and coopera=
tion of the Agency with his Committee during the recently-concluded
hearings in Carmany, proposed to us certain additional cooperation in

other fislds. (Portions of this prcposal not applicable to latin

Amorios will be deslt with in a meparate memorandum.) I inquired of
Congressman Karsten whether his Committee intended to fellow up on
4ts interest in Certral Americs, stating that we had read in the
press and heard 1 other ways that at the conclusion of the European
inquiry the Committee proposed to turn it attentio %o Central
America. Congressman Xersten replied generally to the affect that
they might well wish to go into the matter of the Communist menace in
Central Americs snd pertaps South America. A% this point, with the
Dirsctor's spproval and concurrence, I sald that we would like to
be kept informed about thelr plans since we might be able to provide
them with some useful guldance snd other forme of assistance. Cone
gresmuan Xersten expresred interest and appreciation.

2. T then said that we had a number of documants which we had
obtained in Custemala following the downfall of the Comumist-dominated
Arbenz regime, and thet we would be glad to rake sone of these avallable
to him if he was interested. I explained that the documents revealed
g‘:ﬁe clearly the natura and extent of Corsunist penetration in

atemala snd that they provided very interesting reading for anyone who
was knowledgesbls on the zubject. Congressman Koraten welcomed this
offer and regquested me to call upen him the following moyning, wbich
1 d4d. I provided to Congresman Kersten two declassified copies of
the brochure, which contains about 23 documents, together with a brief
covering (blind) memarandum explaining something about the documents,
I slso showed Congressman Kersten a representative collection of the
photographs which we had received and astd that we could provide these
te him 1if he and his Comittes were intercsted. Congressmen hersten,
after examining the material, said that he would like to heve us send
to him a8 soon as possible a collection of the atrocity pletures and
ona or twe others such as the photograph of the labor hesdguarters
with the Red flsg flying, etc. - together with & briefl deseription
ef sach, don't know whether we own sone of the mosti striking
atrocity pletures, since soneone told me that these had been offered
+5 us for purchese. This point should be clarified with| |
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befors we actually release the photographs for possible publicaticn.
You may Lave to have coples made of these photographs if we do not
have the negatives snd this should be done quiokly since Congresenan
Eersten would like to have them by the end of the week,/ Moreover, he
wonld 1ike to recelve from us additional documents as we get them
from time to time in the future and will you plesse take care of this
-= on a selective basis, of course.

3, Congressman Kersten requested my advice as to what use he and
his Coammittee might make of thiz documentary meterial. I replied that
1 eould not sdvise him on that subject since I did not know enough
sbout the interests and charter of his Conmittee. However, if 1
mnderstood it correctly, =- that his Cormittee planned to interest
itself in the subject of Communist infiltration of Latin Americs and
to build a case sbout it for the benefit of the U5 and world publie
opinion == he could regard the materials which we were moviding to
bim a8 "bricks and mortar® for the edifice he would construct., I
alsc emphasized the point that these materials and others we could
gat for bim might =ave him and the Comittee a lot of time and affort.

h. Congressmgn Feraten then told me of & story which had been
rélated to him by a nun in Cermany or France, which was to the effect
that in Cvetemala following the dnwnfall of theArbenz regime, there
had been discovered in one of the torture-chambers or jails where
anti-Communistes had been imprisoned and tortured an entire bucketful
of hyman eyew. He wanted to know whetber we could corrcborate this
story, and I said that we would put a question to the field in an
effort to do so., Will you please take care of this?

5. Congressman Xcrsten called me this afternoon on the fele hone
and ssid thet he had been giving further study to the documents and
wes guite interested in them. He sald that he wonld like tc have our
permission to nse them in emnection with a apeech he propotes Lo
make in ¥igconsin on or sbout Sunday, the 15th, which will be atiended
by & representative mmber of middle ¥estern business men. The press
wiil also probably be present. T told Congressman Kersten that we
hed provided the documents tc him for such purposes as he wished to
put them to snd that it wes ell right as far as we were concerned for
him to use the documents and oven to dimpley some of the pletures which
we would try tc get to him before he deperts for the middle ¥est, How-
ever, I said I wanted him to understend that we had heard thel there
might be sore publicity concerning these documents in CGuatemela on or
about the 15th and thet he should bear this in mind and not be surprised.
He said that this did not trovble bhim at 21l and that, on the contrary,
he Telt it might be useful to tske the wraroings off this particular
part of the story in two places at about the same %time -~ his thought
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being that the double publicity would be mutuslly supporting. I
had previously explained to Congresmman Kersten that we had providsd
cepios of the documents to the State Department, to Ambsssador Cabot

Lodge at the United Netions, end to| because of the had 25X 1
trestagnt of the Gustemglan situatlon in the| prese and 25X1
25X1 [ 1 Congressmsn Xersten satd that he thought this wes wise

fer us to heve made this disseminetion.

(Gizged) rafnd 8, WISLER

YRAVE ., WISNER
Deputy Director (Plans)
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